Incidence of vulvar carcinoma in relation to menstrual, reproductive, and medical factors.
Fifty-seven female residents of King and Pierce Counties (Washington State) with a new diagnosis of in situ or invasive vulvar carcinoma during 1976-79 were interviewed concerning their menstrual, reproductive, and medical histories. A random sample of women residing in the same area was interviewed for comparison. A greater proportion of women with in situ vulvar tumors than control subjects were of low educational level, reported a history of oral contraceptive use, experienced early age at first birth, late age at menopause, and were current or former cigarette smokers. Menstrual and reproductive factors were similar between women with invasive vulvar cancer and controls, but a greater proportion of cases reported a history of diabetes and of cigarette smoking. The factors found in this study to be associated with in situ vulvar carcinoma are similar to those observed among women with cervical cancer. In addition, since the vulva and cervix both are derived from cloacal tissue, and neoplasms of the two sites occur together more often than would be expected by chance, in situ vulvar and cervical tumors may share some common etiologies.